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“Introduction to Second John”

716-773-3748

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
Organ Prelude
Carol Dammann
Piano
Wendy Baldwin
Chris Stenzel
Doxology
Ron Mock
Prayer and Scripture Reading
Psalm 119:89-96
Hymn 56
“To God Be the Glory”
Pastoral Prayer
Hymn 311
“Hallelujah, What a Savior!”
Communion followed by Hymn 372 “Our God Reigns”
Message Our Responsibility as Believers to Our Fellow Believers
Philippians 1:7-11
Pastor Cal VanderMey
Hymn 426
“Blest Be the Tie that Binds”
Benediction
THE MINISTRY OF MISSION
For the glory of God, Bible Fellowship Center is committed to spreading the
Good News of salvation, equipping the believers, that they might become
more Christ-like, worship God and enjoy Him forever.
THIS WEEK’S EVENTS
Youth Group Monday at 6:30pm
Tuesday Bible study at 7pm on Ezekiel 38 & 39 –Ernie Beck teaching
Wednesday Men’s Bible study – Jim O’Rourke teaching
Choir Rehearsal Wednesday at 7pm
Precept study Thursday at 9:15am. – The book of “Romans”- Margaret Was
Ladies fellowship Thursday at 10am – Elsa Peters
Adult Bible study Friday at 7pm - John Woodell teaching
Saturday Mother’s Day Tea at 3:00pm – sign-up near double doors in hall
*The offering box is located in the back of the sanctuary*
**Anyone interested in joining the choir please see Dawn Fraser**
Sunday messages are available online, CD or e-mail. See Bill Schultz

During the First Century the message of Christ was carried from town to town by
traveling preachers and teachers. Because of the Roman roads and the Roman
system of law, it was safer to travel throughout the empire than it had been before.
The preachers of the Gospel and the Gnostic cultic groups fought for those who
would bring them support. It was a custom to show Christian love by taking a
traveling teacher into one’s home and giving him provisions for the next leg of his
journey.
John’s Second Epistle was occasioned by the willing hospitality of a Christian lady,
most likely from the province of Asia (in modern day Turkey). John writes this note
to her to warn this hospitable Christian woman against the indiscriminate practice of
love. She had taken Gnostic teachers into her home.
Although John does not identify himself in this epistle, it is clear from the internal
evidence that he is the author (style is similar to I John). Themes and concepts such
as “love,” “truth,” walking in truth,” “commandment,” “from the beginning,”
“antichrist,” and “abide” make it clear that both this letter and First John are from the
same author.
In this Epistle, we will first see the Introductory Greeting (vv. 1-3); Commendation
(v. 4); Exhortation and Warning (vv. 5-11); and the conclusion (vv. 12-13).
"Author and Recipients of II John"
II John 1-2 The Elder,
To the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but
also all those who have known the truth, because of the truth which abides in us and
will be with us forever;
In I John, the Apostle used the standard introduction of an Epistle. However, here
we have a personal letter. From the Greek letters from the First Century, we find
that they begin with the name of the author and then the name of the recipient, which
is followed by a greeting. That is what we have here in II John.
John does not label himself as an Apostle in this letter, but rather as the Elder.
Sometimes Elder is used to designate people of advanced age, and John was
certainly of advanced age. But here, it is likely that John is designating the office
that he holds in a local church. Paul interchanged the word Elder with "bishop" in
Titus 1:5-7. Then, in Acts 20:17-28, Luke uses the term "elder" to refer to officials
who are assigned the work of pastoring. We know that John was for a while the
pastor at Ephesus, and thus it was most likely at that time that he served as the
"elder." John wants the woman he is addressing to know that he comes to her as the
head of the local church. Paul writes to Philemon to give mercy to his runaway slave
Onesimus (led to Christ by Paul) with the words "Paul a prisoner." That is the
approach that Paul uses to humbly request clemency for Onesimus. Turn over

I find that even today the content and purpose of the letter determines the type of
designation that I give myself when I sign it. When writing to a relative, I sign "Cal"
or “Uncle Cal” whatever my relationship is to them. Writing to the church people it
is simply "Pastor Cal." When writing to the courts to advocate for a person, I sign
"Rev. Calvin VanderMey" so that they know this is a licensed ordained minister
licensed and qualified to give an opinion on the matter. The designation "elect lady"
has been interpreted as referring either to a group or to an individual. Commentators
have wondered if it is to the whole church or an unnamed local church, or even the
church at Ephesus. Also, commentators who believe it is an individual have guessed
that it might be the Virgin Mary, Martha of Bethany, or early converts such as
Electa, Kyria, or an unnamed woman of a local church in Asia. Nothing in the letter
suggests that it is to a local church, and thus the only designation that would fit with
the content of the epistle is that this is an older woman with grown children and a
sister who was a Christian.
The love which John professes in these opening verses is not romantic love, but
rather a love for one who knows the truth. This love is closely associated with "the
truth," and thus John appreciates the devotion shown by this elect lady to the truth.
The definite article in front of words such as "truth" shows that John is speaking of
Christian truth, the Gospel. From this phrase, we can also conclude that Christian
love is the product of truth dwelling in the believer. Remember in First John, the
Apostle affirmed that belief in the truth that "Jesus is the Christ" results in new birth,
and new birth results in mutual love because we have become members of the family
of God? Thus, fellowship among God's people is inseparable from the truth. We
cannot sacrifice the fundamentals of the Christian faith without sacrificing the
indispensable bond of all true fellowship, which is love.

